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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 la). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jan 28, 2002 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 



2b) □ This action is non-final. 



3)K Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice un6er Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

4)K Claim(s) 39, 40, 42, 46-49, 57 -60. and 115-117 



4a) Of the above, claim (s) 



5) K Claim(s) 39, 40, 42, 46-49, 51-60, and 1 15-117 

6) 0 aafm(s) 

?)□ Claim(s) 

8)n Claims 



is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideratio 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 



Application Papers 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is: dSD approved ttp disapproved. 



1 0)0 The drawing(s) filed on 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
a)D All b)D Some* cjD None of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 



Attachment(s) 

1 5) Q Notice of Raferences Cited (PTO-892} 

16} O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review {PTO-948) 
17) n Information Disclosure Statement (s) iPTO-1449) Paper No(s). 



18) Q Interview Summary {PTO-41 3) Paper No(3}. 

19) n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

20) \Z\ Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 6 



Serial No. 09/596,657 - 2 - Art Unit: 1631 

This application is in condition for allowance except for 
the following formal matters: 

The Abstract of the Disclosure is objected to because it is 
more than 150 words and 25 lines. Correction is required. See 
M.P.E.P. § 608.01 (b) . 

If applicant desires priority under 35 U.S. C. § 120 based 
upon a previously filed copending application, specific reference 
to the earlier filed application must be made in the instant 
application. It is noted that this appears as the first sentence 
of the specification following the title. The status of non- 
provisional application (s) (whether patented or abandoned) should 
also be included. If a parent application has become a patent, 

the expression "now Patent No. " should follow the filing 

date of the parent application. If a parent application has 
become abandoned, the expression "now abandoned" should follow 
the filing date of the parent application. Many of the non- 
provisional applications in said first sentence lack status 
therewith. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities : 

In the specification on page 13, last three lines, only 
Figures 5A and 5B are described whereas, in conflict, the Figures 
include Figures 5A, 5B, and 5C. Similarly, the Figures include 
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Figures 6A - 6E, whereas page 14, line 1, only describes Figure 
6. There is no Figure 6 per se in the Figures. 

In the specification on pages 16-17, single spaced lines are 
present at the bottom of page 16 and the top of page 17 whereas 
line spacing in the specification must be at least 1 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 39, 40, 42, 46-49, 51-60, and 115-117 are allowed. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the 
practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS ACTION IS 

SET TO EXPIRE TWO (2) MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS LETTER. 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to 
Technical Center 1600 by facsimile transmission. Papers should 
be faxed to Technical Center 1600 via the PTO Fax Center located 
in Crystal Mall 1. The faxing of such papers must conform with 
the notices published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 
(November 15, 1988), 1156 OG 61 (November 16, 1993), and 1157 OG 
94 (December 28, 1993) (See 37 CFR § 1.6(d)). The CMl Fax Center 
number is either (703)308-4242 or (703)305-3014. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to 
Ardin Marschel, Ph.D., whose telephone number is (703)308-3894. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday from 8 A.M. 
to 4 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael Woodward, Ph.D., 
can be reached on (703)308-4028. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
this application should be directed to Patent Analyst, Tina 
Plunkett, whose telephone number is (703)305-3524 or to the 
Technical Center receptionist whose telephone nun±)er is (703) 
308-0196 . 



April 17, 2002 




ARDIN H. MARSCHEL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



